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LINCOLN  CONGRESS 
DESK  IS  NOW  HERE 

Col.  Louis  J.  Kolb's  Collection 
Also  Includes  Chair  President 
Used  When  Legislator 


MANY    OTHER  ARTICLES 


The  desk  and  chair  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  used  while  he  was 
a  member  of  Congress  are  -now  part 
of  the  collection  of  Lincolniana 
owned  by  Colonel  Louis  J.  Kolb, 
Philadelphia  philantrophist  and 
business  man. 

Colonel  Kolb  keeps  the  desk  and 
chair  at  his  office,  1629  Locust  st. 
Lincoln  was  a  member  of  Congress 
from  1846  to  1849. 

The  chair  which  Lincoln's  friends 
sent  him  while  he  was  in  the  White 
House  is  also  in  Colonel  Kolb's  col- 
lection.   It  bears  this  inscription: 

"Presented  to  Abraham  Lincoln 
by  his  friends  of  Macon  county  aa 
a  mark  of  esteem — made  from  the 
timbers  of  the  cabin  he  helped  his 
father  build." 

This  chair  is  the  one  in  which 
Lincoln  appears  seated  in  the 
familar  photograph  of  Lincoln  and 
his  son  "Tad." 

One  of  the  most  curious  things  in 
Colonel  Kolb's  collection  is  a  minia- 
ture of  Lincoln,  depicting  him  as 
a  young  man  without  a  beard. 
Colonel  Kolb  obtained  it  in  Italy. 

A  pencil  sketch  of  Lincoln  on  his 
deathbed  after  the  shooting  in 
Ford's  Theatre  is  another  of  the 
valuable  articles  in  the  collection. 
It  was  made  from  memory  by  Paul 
Farber,  at  that  time  an  aide  on  the 
President's  staff,  and  later  a  widely 
known  etcher.  Farber  was  present 
during  the  President's  last  hours. 
The  drawing  shows  the  generals 
and  officials  present. 

Hundreds  of  Lincoln's  letters  are 
included  in  the  collection. 

Many  of  them  are  addressed  to  his 
generals.    Colonel   Kolb.  who.  of 


course,  has  read  them  all,  thinks 
they  shed  a  new  light  on  the  re- 
lations between  Lincoln  and  these 
men. 

"Lincoln  really  ran  the  armies," 
said  Colonel  Kolb,  "and  directed  all 
the  operations  until  Grant  came 
along." 

And,  though  this  is  apparent  in 
the  letters,  there  is  also  evident  in 
them  a  shrewd  knowledge  of  how 
to  handle  men.  for  example,  a  let- 
ter to  General  Nathaniel  Prentiss 
Banks  ends  with  the  sentence:  "This 
is  an  inquiry,  not  an  order." 

The  pen  with  which  Lincoln 
signed  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation is  at  Colonel  Kolb's  home, 
with  most  of  the  letters. 

There  also  is  the  beautiful  small 
brass  cannon  which  Tad  used  to 
play  with. 

It  is  the  precise  model  of  the 
screw  gun  which  Captain  John 
Adolph  Dahlgren  had  made  to 
demonstrate  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment the  advantage  of  his  inven- 
tion. 

Captain  Dahlgren,  later  Rear  Ad- 
miral, was  born  in  Philadelphia. 
Colonel  Kolb  also  has  the  note  in 
which  the  President  gave  the  Cap- 
tain permission  to  let  Tad  play 
with  the  "gun  which  would  not  hurt 
him"  (the  model). 

Lincoln's  portrait,  painted  by 
Francis  Bicknell  Carpenter  for  Wil- 
liam H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 
is  also  in  Colonel  Kolb's  possession, 
along  with  a  letter  from  Carpenter 
to  Seward. 

The  letter  reveals  that  Carpenter 
visited  the  White  House  several 
times  and  found  Lincoln  so  care- 
worn that  he  didn't  portray  him,  but 
finally  found  him  in  a  more  jovial 
mood. 

The  cuff  buttons  which  Lincoln 
wore  when  he  was  shot  are  also 
owned  by  Colonel  Kolb.  They  went 
to  a  physician  after  Lincoln's  death 
and  eventually  fell  Into  the  hands 
of  the  late  J.  H.  Lambert  and  thence 
to  Colonel  Kolb. 
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